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PERSONAL GOSSIP

.. YOUNG ROOSEVELT IS HERE,

———

Character and Appearance of

An English correspondent in Tokyo
, during the early dayvs of the war strolied
| into the billlard room of the Imperiul |
| Hotel one afternoon and annourced tLat |
he had just secured an interview wnh'
l"leld Marshal Oyama.

“How did you like him7?" was asked.

“He is the ugliest and most (‘har'nmg1
man in the empire,” the correspondent |
replied quickly.

The writer of this article was pre- |
sented to Marquis Oyama a few days
later in company with several foreign-
ers at the Maple Club, Tokyo, and the
{remark of the English correspondent
came back forelbly. The first Impres-
slon was that of repulsion.

His Appearance Peculiar.

Oyama is short, squat, and Ilong-
armed, His huge head seems to rest
upon heavy shouiders, without a con-
necting medium, and this peculiarity Is
intensified as the marquis turns his
body as _well as his head when he wishes
to look at an object behind or at his
side,

The physical peculiarities, however,
are nothing. It is _the face of Oyama
which first repels, then fascinates. It
was the same with Robesplerre, the
same with Talleyrand. The play of the
brain was needed to wipe out the ghast-
liness’and the gloom. His skin seemed
to be drawn by the fires of suffering.
Smallpox had left its scars, Other scars
intermingled—steel and frost, perhaps—
and from out the serried countenance
shone the restless black eyes, plercing
but erooked.

His volece is deep and gentle and his
speech {s studded with unexpected bursts
of humor or intensity. This faeility is
Western, as opposed to the stereotyped
nothings which are continually upon the
lips of the Japanese, Certain noblemen
say that Oyama is the most brilliant
conversationalist in Japan. He speaks
English well, but French much better
Back of the gentle volce and the reac-
{ tion of fascination which comes after a

IN SOCIETY'S CII\CLL UGLY BUT CHARMING
l IS MARQUIS OYAMA.

the Japanese Commander=

in-Chief—Best Conversationalist in Japan.

inexerable
about, you
their passi

Nap« »le-v nic., 1f Japanese are
t in & crossfire of
idoration and his se-

rene power
Thére {8 much of vioclence in his hise
tory, 1..n.4 this heal in the furming of

rni»ﬂ unusual impressions. As a chiid,
most, he took part in the interprovin-.
al strife, and but a few years later
stooed for the goverument and helpe
ed to put down the bitter Satsuma re-
bellion. His part was the triumph of
conviction over sentiment, Many of his
relatives were against the Emperor in
this warfare. Young Oyama first fought
his lnmlr.h toward the SBatsuma cause
and then fought for the central governe
ment which prevailed,

Took Port Arthur,

‘He commanded the Second Army
Corps In the war against China, and
was chief in the first taking of Port
Arthur. It is far from unreasonable to
hint that Oyama will be powerfully ia
evidence at the second fall of this
fortress, which is so identified with the
hopes and honor of Japan. Until the
present meonth the first taking of Port
Arthur was his greatest achievement.
But now lLlao-Yang is added. and the
initial campaign of the war i3 not yet
finished.

As a youth in the early twenties he
was sent to France as a military ate
tache. He studied the organization of
modern armies and watched the titanie
struggle between the French and Ger-
mans in 1870. His lessons were well
learned, and he was appointed to the
rank of general when he returned 10
the empire. His rise has been rapid. He
bculme war minister. minister of edu-

tion, first lord of the admiralty, and
fleld marshal, The Emperor honored
him first as count and then as mar-
quls.

Russia was }wlez.sed when the report
was sent out from Japan that Oyams
had been made commander-in-chief of
the Japanese forces, St Petersburg, ac~
customed to internal envy and enmlty.
which is eating the heart of its arm
and navy, expectad to profit by = &
lar condition arising from Oyama's s
pointment. It was belleved that Kuro
would resent the trend of affairs and
hamper his chief, as Alexieff had
pered Kuropatkin, to the detriment nt
the Russian cause. But Japan is differ-
ent.
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Miss Danhim Says Single

Soldier Iz a Curse

“CURSE OF C(_)_UNTRY,”
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“Unmarried soldiers are the
curse of the country."—Mias M. E.
Dunhim, Pea Delegate.
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